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I.
REAL ESTATE SITES

A.
Statutes and Codes
	Americans with Disabilities Act Document Center

janweb.icdi.wvu.edu/kinder
	This site includes the full text of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and of the ADA Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG), as well as Technical Advice Memoranda (TAMs), Department of Justice publications on ADA, and links to ADA and other disability-related topics.

	Government Printing Office (via Purdue University)

thorplus.lib.purdue.edu:8100/gpo
	Many federal government publications are key word searchable from this site.  The United States Code, the Code of Federal Regulations and the Federal Register are easily searched the text is not annotated, and may not be as accurate as commercial legal databases, but it is free and a good place to start.


	Municipal Code Corporation

www.municode.com/database.html
	Municipal Code Corporation publishes municipal codes for cities across the United States.  This site is linked to over 500 Codes from 38 different states; many of them are available in full text.


	State Property Law Statutes

www.law.cornell.edu/topics/state_statutes.html#property
	Cornell University’s Legal Information Institute (LII) includes this list of links to full-text copies of the property law statutes of 47 states and the District of Columbia (California, Hawaii, and Louisiana real property statutes not included).

	US Code (searchable)

www.law.cornell.edu/uscode
	The LII site also includes a full-text version of the US Code, which can be searched by key word, title, popular name, or section.


B.
Records, Title Insurance, and Transactional Information
	Chicago Title NBGWeb

www.nbgweb.ctt.com
	The home of Chicago Title’s National Business Group, this site includes current information on local procedures, laws, and customs.  The site also includes form deeds, mortgages, and transfer returns.  Requires registration.

	Fidelity National Title Ordering

www.fntic.com/_express.htm
Old Republic Title Ordering

www.oldrepnatl.com
	Two examples of on-line ordering systems.  Old Republic’s site permits users to order title commitments; Fidelity National’s permits on-line ordering of flood certifications, tax data, credit reports, appraisals, and (in selected counties of the southwestern US) property profiles that include demographic data and a list of comparables.  (Chicago Title makes similar services available on-line through its proprietary OrderNet software.)

	First American Title’s Underwriting

Library

ul.firstam.com
	Provides access to the same underwriting standards used by First American underwriters.  The library also includes all of the title policy forms and endorsements available through First American, both generally and state specific, e.g., California.


	Home Pages – Major Title Insurers

Chicago Title Corporation
www.ctt.com
Fidelity National Title Insurance Company
www.fntic.com
First American Title Insurance Corp.
www.firstam.com
Land America
www.landam.com
Old Republic National Title Insurance Company
www.oldrepublic.com
Stewart Title Company
www.stewart.com
	All provide office locations, services available, and subsidiary company links.  Public companies also provide investor information.


	Public Records on the Web

www.knowx.com
	Knowx is a nation-wide public records database offered by Information America.  Many searches are free or of nominal cost.  Background investigation, transactional due diligence, lien and litigation searches, skip tracing, and real estate ownership and tax information searches are available in many jurisdictions.

	RE profile™

www.reprofile.com
	Stewart Title’s site for real estate news, legislation, financial news, insurance, articles of interest, property listings and many useful links, including a link to Virtual Underwriter, on-line.


C.
Agencies
	Bureau of Labor Statistics

www.bls.gov
	BLS’s home page offers ready access to price indexing information of the kind commonly referred to in real estate contracts, including the latest consumer price and producer price indices, as well as stacks of other economic data.


	EPA Envirofacts Warehouse

www.epa.gov/enviro
	An extraordinary site from EPA.  Envirofacts permits users to search databases for Superfund data, safe drinking water data, toxic release inventories, lists of water discharge permits, and much, much more.  Searches can be performed by state, county, zip code, municipality, and street address.  Also provides data in mapped form.

	Fannie Mae

www.fanniemae.com/mortgage.html
	Fannie Mae homepage with links to information on single, multifamily, and housing and community development programs.  Also investor information including debt and mortgage-backed securities.

	FDIC (Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation)

www.fdic.gov/index.html
	FDIC home page with links to information on deposit insurance, banks, regulation and examinations, and buying from or selling to the FDIC.  The last category includes loan sales, real estate sales, historical sales and other information.

	FEMA Map Service Center

www.fema.gov/maps
	On-line access to NFIP map products and information on ordering hard copies of Flood Insurance Rate Maps, as well as on-line flood data.

	FEMA National Flood Insurance Program Data

www.fema.gov/nfip
	FEMA’s home page includes quite a bit of information on the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), including state-by state lists of insurers participating in NFIP and an updated copy of NFIP’s community status book.

	Freddie Mac

www.freddiemac.com
	Same type of information as Fannie Mae Homepage.


	Global Land Information System

edcwww.cr.usgs.gov/webglis/glisbin/gilsmain.pl
	Maintained by the US Geological Service, GLIS offers a large amount of information through a wide array of surveys, photos, and data sets summarizing climate, elevation, geologic, hydrologic, land use, and soils data.


	HUD Home Page

www.hud.gov
	The HUD official home page.  In addition to containing information on homes and communities, the site contains a useful “Library” link to numerous articles and official publications related to HUD and its activities.

	Internal Revenue Service

www.irs.ustreas.gov/prod/form_pubs/index.html
	Need to file a 1099, but don’t want to wait for the mail or go to the federal building?  Download the forms and the instructions for all IRS returns from this site.

	OCC (Office of the Comptroller of the Currency)

www.occ.treas.gov
	Home page for the OCC with links to the OCC directory, public and regulatory information and new developments.

	SEC (Securities and Exchange Commission)

www.sec.gov
	Homepage of the SEC with links to the SEC Digest and Statements, rulemaking, enforcement and Small Business information.  Most valuable is link to EDGAR Database for corporate SEC filings.


	Small Business Administration

www.sbaonline.sba.gov
	Information on SBA services and programs, property for sale and links to statutes and regulations.  Also have forms that can be downloaded.

	State Government Servers

www.law.indiana.edu/law/v-lib/states.html
	As part of its Virtual Law Library, Indiana University’s law school maintains a list of state government servers.  Site includes links to a wide variety of state agencies and officials, as well as state and municipal codes.


	State and Local Government on the Net

www.piperinfo.com/state/states.html
	Piper Resources has also collected a list of state and local government web sites.  A good place to start if you want to know what government resources are available on the web, in your jurisdiction and others.

	VA (Department of Veterans Affairs)

www.va.gov/benefits/loan/lenders.htm
	List of VA Publications for lenders and servicers, including VA Lenders Handbook, Regulations and VA Servicing Guide.


D.
Trade and Professional Groups
	American Bar Association

www/abanet.org
	An easy-to-remember starting place for everything the ABA has to offer, including the RPPT Section’s web site.  Purchase ABA publications, search for Internet listserver discussion groups, find law-related web sites, and plan your next ABA meeting here.

	American Congress of Surveying and Mapping (ACSM)

www.survmap.org/refere46/refere02.htm
	ALTA/ACSM Survey Requirements 1997.  Provides the current minimum standard detail requirements for ALTA surveys for various classifications of ALTA surveys and the tabular listings of optional items that can be requested in obtaining an ALTA survey.

	Appraisal Institute

www.appraisalinstitute.org
	Learn more about appraisal methods and standards and appraiser qualifications on this site.  (Don’t expect to find much about appraiser liability in land flips.)


	Building Owners and Managers Association

www.boma.org
	Want to know how much the average office building manger spends for cleaning and janitorial services?  The answer to this question and many others is here, at the home page of BOMA International.  Includes a catalog of publications, collections of interesting data on commercial buildings, and a subject index to BOMA’s Skylines magazine. (The answer, incidentally, is $1.30/cleanable s.f.)


	International Council of Shopping Centers

www.icsc.org
	Includes a publications catalog, an on-line copy of the ICSC magazine, Shopping Center Today, and research data on shopping center related topics.  Also offers a variety of discussion fora on topics ranging from legal issues to shopping center marketing.

	Mortgage Bankers Association of America

www.mbaa.org
	Contains all sorts of information on the mortgage banking industry.  Some information is available only to members, however.

	Urban Land Institute

www.uli.org
	ULI’s home page includes an on-line copy of Land Use Digest, a bookstore, summaries of ULI-sponsored research, and a links page for real estate resources.  Also includes data tables from ULI’s definitive study, America’s Real Estate.


E.
News and Trade Publications
	Commercial Space Online

www.officespace.com
	If you or one of your clients is looking for office, retail or industrial space in Seattle, Denver, or Portland, this may be a useful place to start. (Plans are to expand to include 44 additional cities across the country.)


	Entrypoint™ (formerly Pointcast)

www.entrypoint.com
	EnryPoint™ is a simple, intuitive personalized bar that provides instant access to the most commonly used Internet categories: news and information, e-commerce, resources and search.

	Law Journal Extra!

Real Estate Pages

www.ljx.com/practice/realestate/index.html 
	Contains links to articles on commercial real estate that will be of interest both to real estate lawyers and to their clients.  Also reports on recent court cases of interest to real estate practitioners.

	NewsPage US Real Estate News

www.newspage.com
	NewsPage is a daily business news service that offers no-charge and pay-per-view reprints of news articles organized by industry.  Registered users (registration is free) can customize their news pages to focus on specific industries, including commercial real estate and finance.

	Site Selection Magazine

www.siteselection.com
	The on-line version of the International Development Research Council (IDRC) magazine, aimed at facilities decision-makers and real estate executives.  An informative, global, and fact-oriented view of the real estate markets.


F.
Automated Discussion Groups
	DIRT

cctr.umkc.edu/dept/dirt/index.html
	The granddaddy of all dirt-lawyer discussion groups, DIRT is an ABA-sponsored discussion forum that is monitored by Pat Randolph, a law professor at the University of Missouri in Kansas City and a member of the RPPT Section’s Council.  Each day, Pat posts a “Daily Development” that summarizes a recent case of interest to real estate lawyers.  Pat provides his thoughts on the case and then invites comments from list members.  The commentary is generally of a very high quality and you will frequently find gems of information that might otherwise have escaped your notice.  A must for serious real estate professionals.  Subscription is free; access the home page for subscription information.


G.
Surveys, Trends, and Topical Links
	Arthur Andersen Real Estate Services Group

www.arthurandersen.com
	Includes summaries of Arthur Andersen publications on industry trends as well as a list of links to industry sites.


	FDIC Quarterly Survey of Real Estate Trends

www.fdic.gov/index.html
	Click on “What’s New” and obtain the Third Quarter 1999 Regional Outlook, which is a quarterly in depth review of economic and banking activity, with reports for each of the eight FDIC regions as well as a national summary.

	Tenth Annual Property Tax Survey

www.abanet.org/rppt/rpe2.html
	This annual property tax survey is prepared by the Property Tax Committee of the ABA Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section.  By accessing this site you can download a file that contains the property tax survey (just click the “Tenth Annual Property Tax Survey” icon).  Once the file is downloaded, simply open it in your word processing program.


H.
Miscellaneous
	American Real Estate Exchange Network

www.amrex.com
	An encyclopedic resource for news and market data that includes legal developments, financial news, environmental concerns, demographic data, property tax information, and quite a good deal more. Free registration required.

	Cyberhomes

www.cyberhomes.com
	Search for comparable sales, houses for sale and other Multiple Listing Service information on this database.

	International Real Estate Digest

www.ired.com
	Claims to be a gateway to over 20,000 real estate related sites.  Contains links to numerous articles of interest to real estate professionals.

	MapQuest

www.mapquest.com
	Print maps to find your way, a good hotel location, or just the layout of the neighborhood in a real estate transaction


II.
GENERAL LEGAL SITES

	All In One Search Page

www.allonesearch.com
	Pulls together in one site a number of useful Internet search engines.  A must for your bookmark list.  In addition to grouping the search engines both for the World Wide Web and for the general Internet, the site groups search engines by areas of specialized interest.

	Emory Law Library Federal Courts Finder

www.law.emory.edu/FEDCTS
	Allows access to all federal appellate cases (Supreme Court and federal circuits) currently available on line.  Displays a map that shows which states are included in the various federal circuits and then allows you to access that circuit’s cases by simply clicking on the map.


	Federal Judiciary Homepage Links

www.uscourts.gov/links.html
	Provides links to all federal courts by state or circuit with one click.  Once at the appropriate court, public access is provided via PACER (Public Access to Court Electronic Records).  Beginning Oct. 1, 1999, a fee of $.07 per page will be assessed for electronic only access.  Bankruptcy records available through this service.

	Federal Web Locator

www.law.vill.edu/Fed-Agency/fedwebloc.html
	This is the first place to look for federal information on the Internet.  If you don't know the name (or the URL) of the agency you want, look here for a comprehensive list of federal web servers.

	Find Law

http://findlaw.com
	This site contains legal information for lawyers, students, business and the general public.  It provides links to cases; codes; international, federal, and state resources; law firms; lawyers; law schools; CLE information; directories and more.

	Jeff Flax Home Page

www.jflax.com
	Links to all sorts of useful information, both legal and non-legal.  Jeff is a regular presenter of Internet-related programs and his home page contains links to lists of sites he has used in past programs.  His legal resources link is invaluable and should be a permanent bookmark for all lawyers using the Internet.

	Law Lists

www.kentlaw.edu/legal_resources
	Illinois Institute of Technology’s Chicago-Kent College of Law on-line document collection (IC3).  Full text access to documents of both US and foreign governments and international organizations.


	Laws Online

www.lawsonline.com
	Pulls together in one place links to numerous federal law and state law sources, including statutes, cases, forms, court reporter listings, etc.  Some elements are free; others are available only by subscription.

	Lexis-Nexis

www.lexis-nexis.com/Incc
	Homepage for Lexis-Nexis Company.  Information on legal and government business and technology topics.  Provides direct access to court cases and Lexis-Nexis Daily Opinion Service.  Also includes Shepard’s.  Some services require registration.

	Martindale Hubbell Lawyer Locator

lawyers.martindale.com/marhub
	If you need to find local counsel in another jurisdiction, learn about opposing counsel, find a job, or look for referrals, this site is for you.  You can search by area of specialty, location and name, and for members of corporate counsel offices.

	Social Security Death Index

www.ancestry.com/ancestry/search/ssdi/ssdi_index.asp
	Wish to know if the person you need to give a quit claim deed is dead or alive?  Run a search on this site. (Maybe you can publish and use in rem jurisdiction.)

	State Tax Law in the United States

www.best.com/~ftmexpat/html/taxsites/statelaw.html#state-general
	Administered by the Federation of Tax Administrators, the page offers a variety of information on state taxes ranging from ad valorem to sales and use.

	The Internet Lawyer

www.internetlawyer.com
	Provides guidance for lawyers on how to use the Internet for research.  Also provides profiles of law firm web sites and articles of interest on using technology in the legal profession.  Annual subscription is $99 for 12 issues.


	Thomas

US Congress on the Internet

thomas.loc.gov
	Track bills and obtain background information on legislation in the United States Congress.  The Library of Congress is one of the greatest knowledge storehouses in the world, and much of it is available instantly and free at this web site.

	West Group (Westlaw)

www.westgroup.com
	Homepage contains West Group products (including Westlaw databases), on-line services, news and information, and customer service.


III.
GENERAL BUSINESS AND GENERAL INTEREST SITES

	Companies Online

www.companiesonline.com
	This is the place to start if you want to investigate a company.  The database is searchable by company name, URL, industry, city, state, and ticker symbol.  The site also provides weekly highlights on selected companies.

	Federal Express Home Page

www.fedex.com
	Open a FedEx account or obtain information on drop off locations and rates.  Also allows you to track that package you know you sent but your client has not yet received.  Portions of the site require registration.

	Four11 (411)

www.four11.com
	Search engine by Yahoo.  The Internet White Pages (411) allows search by e-mail address and phone numbers.

	Information Search

www.555-1212.com
	Find people, businesses, phone numbers and addresses all over the country-free.  This site searches several databases with one query.


	Zip Code Lookup 

And Address Information

www.usps.gov/ncsc
	This is the official site of the US Post Office.  It allows you to look up a zip code for a specific address or to track that express mail package that hasn’t arrived yet.  The site also contains a host of other useful information.  For example, if you are moving, you can download change of address forms and can access motor vehicle registration information in the 50 states.  The site also gives you moving tips and provides a link to a site that will allow you to print out maps of your new neighborhood.




*An earlier version of this article was written by Kevin J. Dunlevy, Terrance Noyes and Michael Ostermeyer and printed by the American Bar Association for the Section of Real Property, Probate and Trust Law, Spring CLE, May 15, 1998.  It has been updated, revised, and expanded with permission of the original authors by Jeanne A. LaBelle, as of September 21, 1999.  Any errors may be attributed to the revision.


